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| Refers Damascus telegram No, 159 dated 25th March 
TELEGRAM FROM (B3899/8/31) Telegram has been reéeived from Muse 

J.M. Troutbeck Afemi asking advice and help in his efforts to 
No. B. M. BE. 0. hegotiate the purchase of Sarafand site by his land 

Cairo developement scheme. : 
Dated Recommends that favourable consideration be given 
Received . 10% to his request. 
in Rowestra A rival company has been formed in Egypt under the 
“SENF! Onda April auspices of the Arab League, Musa's scheme is 
" considered to be the better by B.M.E.0. 
Asks whether Bagdad may inform him that his telegram 

has been received and submitted to Foreign Office, , 
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I attach a copy of the paper which is being taken 
at the Defence Committee to-morrow concerning the 
Directive to the 3.0.C. British Troops in Palestine. 


The text of this Directive has been discussed Lor 
Some time between the various Departments concerned, 
including the Foreign Office, and has our general 
concurrence, Mr. Beckett has seen it and approves, 
Subject to one or two verbal amendments which have 
been given to the Colonial Office. 
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The Directive and Administrative Instruction 
cover the period between May 15th ana August lst. 
Their intention is to define the lesal status of the 
GeQe.Ce, to limit his responsibilities to the 
Withdriwal of British troops and to indemnify him 
azainst claims that he shoul accept wider responsi- 
bilities for administration ana Security, 


The recommendation (b) in paragraph 7 of the 
Covering paper is that the Foreign Secretary should 
communicate the Directive to the United Mations 
commission ani if possible obtain their COnc ure 
(but with the unierstandinzg that the Directive : - : . : 
yOuld not be changed even if AL SASreed ). | : | ; Se a ee / 

2emS most likely that the comm vill now f ae 7 oe ee ce | 
all practical purposes cease to 
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Should coneur in the draft Directive and 
Instrut ne should ask for 
whether, in the light a céedinzgs in the 
he sneuld com 
United Nations 


be omitted 1 
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CWF17 B691 nMAS 
CWF17 B691 HAMAS 352 4 1655 = 

LC SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS LONNON = 

ARAB HIGHER COMITTEE STRONGLY PROTESTS AGAINST THE OFFERS 
FOR SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION OF LANDS ORIGINALLY ACQUIRED 

OR EXPROPRIATED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE FROM ARAB 


OWNERS FOR USE BY BRITISH WAR 


AND AIR MINISTRIES AS CAMPS DEPOTS OR AIRFIELNS STOP 

SUCH LANnNS WHICH INMOST CASES SERVEN THE AGRICULTURAL NEENS 
OF THEIF! OWNERS COn NOT HAVE BEEN EXPROPRIATED FOR USE 

OF BRITISH FORCES IN PALESTINE EXCEPT BY REASON OF 

SPECIAL POSITION OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT AS é 


TRUSTEE IN PALESTIN 


WO FOREIGN MILITARY FORCE COULN HAVE COMPULSORILY 


i 


ACQUIFREnN ANY LANMDS IN PALESTINE STOP NOW THAT BRITISH 


FORCES ARKE ON POINT OF WITHDRAWING AND OOJECTS FOR 


WHICH eXPROPRIATIONS WeERe MADE HAVE CeASEND TO OPERATE 


IT IS A MATTcR OF ELEM&! JUSTICE ANN FAIR MEALING 


THAT SUCH LANDS BE RETURNE 


NERS AND THAT NOT ONLY ON THE STRENBIF 


ff. 


PROMPTION OF THE CWNERS RECOGh be ESSER 


IN FORCE AT THE TIME OF EXP ROPRIATION 


BUT FLRTHER ON GROUNnN THAT ORIGINAL EXPROPRIATION WAS 


MANE POSSIBLE ONLY BY VIRTUE OF THE SPreClAL FINUCLARY 
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pY MILITARY FORCES S¥@P INSITENCE OF BRITISH FORCES ON 
| a ee - | @Qret OF ANY AMOUNT IN EXCESS OF OSIGINAL | 
| | © ay a er eee COMPENSATION PAIN TO OWNERS WOLD BE AN ABUSE OF POWERS 2 
UNDER WHICH AND PURPOSES FOR WHICH SUCH LANDS WERE = a 
ACQUIRED STOP SAIN LANDS WERE NOT ACQUIRED FOR SPECULATION : 
| OR INVESTMENT ANN ANY DEALING ° > | 
: | | 
- WHEREBY BRITISH MILITARY FORCES WOULN BE MAKING PROFIT | 
; a one Seite Seat Sage eee THEREFROM WOULD BE INCONSISTENT WITH TRE SPECIAL POSITION OF : a | 
ee ee ae THE MANDATORY OR THE TRADITIONS OF BRITISH COUVERNMENT STOP S | | 
ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE THEREFORE REQUEST AS MARE MATTER OF : 
URGENCY IMMEMIATE CESSATION AND CANCELLATION OF ALL ) : - 
= PROCEENING FOR SALE 8Y PUBLIC AUCTION AND RESTORATION OF ee. | fo on | oe 
eee eee ae SUCH LANNS TO THEIR FCRMER OWNERS ON LINES : . 
: MENTLONEN FOF COMITTE ; : | | BOE os oe : 
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British Legation, 
Damasous. 


27th March, 19,8. 


Tith reference to my telegram No. 159 of 25th March 


concerning the Sale of Sarafand Camp, I have the honour to 
enclose one copy and copies in translation of the memorandum 


with enclosure on this subject which I received from the 


Secretary-Generallof the Arab League. I have acknowledged 
receipt of this memorandum to Azzam Pasha. 


The inember of my staff to whom a similar verbal 
representation was made by the Director-General of the Syrian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs took the opportunity of pointing 
out that a decision in this case as to the rights of former 
owners of expropriated land to have first claim to the re- 
purchase of land now being sold by His Majesty's Government 
might well be regarded as a test case liable to set a precedent. 


Sarasa 


tw 


oo aay 


I am sending copies of this despatch with translation 
enclosures only to His iajesty's Representatives at Amman, Bagdad, 
Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, to the British ‘‘iddle Yast Office, the 
U.K. Delegation of the United Natioms and to Hiys “xcellency the 
liigh Commissioner for Palestine. 
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The Military Authorities in Palestine announced same two weeks ago, their 
intention of seZling the building of Sarafand Camp, including the site, by sealed 
tenders; It has been learned that the final date for accepting tenders is Thursday 
the 25th of the current month. 


1. The Sarafand Camp is the main camp for the British Forces in Palestine. It is 
located along the Jaffa-Jerusalem road, between Jeffa and El-Ramleh and in 
the neighbourhood of Lydda Station, the Central Station of the Railway Lines, 
and it overlooks the main roads of communications between the East and West, 


North and South. 


The Camp is erected on a site the area of which amounts to about 3700 dunams, 

or 370 Hectares, all of which had been taken from Arabs in accordance with 

the Expropriation Law. This Law had provided, at the time of expropriation, 

that preference for purchase should be given to the original proprietors when 

the land was no longer required. This Law was abrogated in 1943. The abrogation 
of this Law ought not to affect the right of the original proprietors to take 

it back and to be given preference over others when the site is sold. 


The Camp is located in Area "A" wherein land is not permitted to be sold except 
to an Arab of Palestine, in accordance with the Lands Law. Should the owner 

of land be a non-Palestinian Arab the High Commissioner would then have the 
right to authorise its sale to a non-Palestinian Arab. In this case the omer 
is a Foreigner, namely the British Army. Consequently, it cannot be sold to 
the Jews except by the use of the special authorit:; of the I umissioner. 


This Camp is located in an ' is in e eight 
to its purchase. 


7 


The sale of this Camp to Jews means that the British itilitary Authorities are 
transferring the ownership of Arab lands to Jews. 


The purchase by Jews of this Camp will lead to the throttle of extensive Arab 
areas, in particular the City of Jaffa, because it will give Jews domination 
over the roads connecting this City with other Arab areas, and will also lead 
to the throttimg of all the Arab areas round Jaffa camprising El-Ramleh 


and Lydda and their villages. 


Bhe choice of this site by the British Army since the occupation period for the 
erection of their principal Camp and the large sums of money spent on its 
extensive constructions, point to the importance of the strategic value which 
this Camp has. It may be said in general that he who daminates Sarafand 
dominates the roads of communication of the country. 


The Camp is now in fact a campletely equipped City. Should the Jews succeed 
in purchasing it they would bring their illegal immigrants, who are now in 
Cyprus, to live in it. During the var this Camp was ¢ o accommedate 
60,000 soldiers. 


The Arabs are prepared to purchase this Camp. They however object to the 
very short time given. The sale and liquidation of a Camp like this in this 
very short period of time is an unreasonable undertaicing. 


The Arabs object likewise to the method of by tenders as this will enable 
the Jews to share the chance of purchasing it and will even give them a greater 
chance because of their well-known resources, whereas the Arabs believe that 


they have the sole right to purchase it. 
est: 


1. The postponement of the sale and the fixing of another and adec 
time. 


Ze Tne sale to be cestricted to the irabs alome 


De The change of/method of sale from "tenders" to "private agreement" with the 
Arab Organisations, who are the sole legal 
a reasonable price. 
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Registry we Sale of Sarafand Camp, , 
| S Number | B4379/8/34 : | 
TELEGRAM FROM Refera Damascus telegram No, 159 (B3899/8/31 ) 
| a | Has now received further memorandum from Azzam Pasha = 
_ | St | Mr, Broadmead Which elaborates arguments presented in his previous S . | 
| - _ No. DAMASCUS memorandum and developes the case for re-sale to the & , ( i 
| | Arabs of all land expropriated from Arab owners, - | is : 
‘, ; Dated Particular reference is made to Sarafand camp and m Tae 
ee Kalandiyah airfield, = : | ee - 
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